


WATERFRONT WONDER:
A MODERN MEDITERRANEAN
RETREAT ON ONO ISLAND

Nestled between two tranquil bodies of water on exclusive Ono Island, sits
amodermn Mediterranean masterpiece representing more than justahome,
but decades of vision, dreams, and curation manifested. Chris and Kathy
Keene vacationed in Orange Beach for over 30 years before making their

dream a permanent reality.
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“We boughtacondoin 2012, but always admired the sense of
community and the beautiful homes on Ono,” they said. “If we
ever built a home here, it would be on Ono Island.”

Finding the Perfect Spot

Realtor Tucker Shaver guided their three-year search, using
his extensive knowledge of Ono Island real estate to lead them
to the perfect property.“We thought we'd end up on the south
side along Old River,” they recalled. “But Tucker and our builder
encouraged us to consider a unique lot on the north side, with
water views in both the front and back, and the peaceful setting
of the Ono Harbour neighborhood. We fell in love instantly.”

A Collaborative Dream Team

After purchasing the lot, the Keenes partnered with builder
Phillip Viahos of Viahos, DeBogory & Tuck Construction (VDT),
aconnectionintroduced by Tucker. “After our first meeting with
Phillip Vlahos, Scottie Tuck, and Barb Brown, we felt confident
intheir expertise.” the Keenes said. “We genuinely liked them
andknew we could work well together.”

VDT was excited for the opportunity to bring the Keenes' vision
tolife. Fromthe beginning, Chris and Kathy had a clear idea of
how they wanted the home to feel, even down to how guests
arrivedin their home. VDT collaborated closely with the design
team torefine every detail and stayed present during construc-
tionto bring their ideas to life.

AVision Realized

The Keenes credit their builder for introducing them to custom
home designer, Bob Chatham. With decades of experience
in Gulf Coast architecture, Bob transformed a blank sheet of
paper into a design that captured the full potential of the lot.

“Bob’s understanding of the site and our goals made all the
difference,” they shared. "He met with us multiple times, evolv-
ing the concept, and ensuring the house aligned perfectly with
the property, and our desire to maximize water views from
every room.” Lead Designer, Kathy Heard, further refined the
architectural plans, working in sync with the builder and design
team to carry the vision through to completion.

Interior designer Melanie Martin and her associate, Grayson
Burch, were an essential part of Keenes' dream team as they
managed the build remotely from Houston, Texas. “We had
generalideas,” they explained. "Melanie and Grayson guided

us through each step, presenting thoughtful options and
managing the heavy lifting, especially during the supply chain
delays caused by COVID. Their sense of style is amazing; we
couldn't be happier.”

VDT's experience building along the Gulf Coast significantly
contributed to the project’s success. The team takes pride in
focusing on details and remains committed to quality, regard-
less of perceived challenges. Their motto, Compromise
Elsewhere, speaks to their refusal to cut corners in custom
homebuilding.

This Modern Mediterranean estate stands as a bold yet
elegant waterfront retreat, featuring a sleek metal roof and
stucco exterior, built over a robust ICF (Insulated Concrete
Form) construction by Force 5 Walls under the direction of
Rodney Hubble. The Keenes prioritized storm resilience
from the beginning. ‘After Hurricane Sally, structural integrity
became our top concern,” they said. *ICF added time and cost,
but it gave us strength, insulation, and sound control. It was the
right decision.”




A charming courtyard entry leads to a motor court flanked by two
detached garages. Inside, a floating glass-railed staircase rises
above a recreation-oriented ground level, which includes a casual
family roomand game area that opens to aserene pool deck, outdoor
kitchen, and fire pit. The main level features a soaring two-story living
and dining room, underlined by rustic wood cathedral beams, with
10-foot-tall sliding doors framing panoramic water views.

“We wanted to see water from every room, and Bob Chatham deliv-
ered,” they said. The primary suite on the main level offers private
porchaccess, dual owners' closets, and a spa-worthy freestanding
tub. An elevator and stunning glass-encased stairwell lead to the
third floor, where four private suites, and a bonus room, each open
to balconies designed to capture the Gulf breezes.
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Living the Coastal Lifestyle

For Chris and Kathy, the home is not just a retreat, but a place to
gather, share, and enjoy. “We love to entertain,” they said. “The first
floor is all about fun, and the house handles a party beautifully.”

Beyond the architecture and design, it's the quiet moments bringing the
mostjoy, “Having coffee in the morning or wine in the evening while watch-
ing the water from both the front and back of the house, that's everything.”

The Onolsland community has also been ameaningful part of their journey. ¢ ) - - < 5 )
“It'sincredibly welcoming,” they shared. “We've enjoyed meeting neighbors \ v g = |

and making new friends. It truly feels like home.” S ¢ ) —a

From concept to cocktail hour, this home reflects carefully curated design, - R \ o

trusted partnerships, and a deep appreciation for Alabama's Gulf Coast. A% . \\ /

As the sun sets over Ono Harbour, it's clear this isn't just a house by the * -

water. It's adreamrealized. e : - t\ . ’ NLL
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ACCOLDADES

Chatham Home Planning, Inc. Interior Designer: Melanie Martin
78 S. Section Street - Fairhope, AL 36532 24820 Canal Road » Orange Beach, AL 36561
(251) 928-0988 « bobchatham.com (251) 9811080 » melaniemartininteriorscom

Builder: Viahos Debogory & Tuck Construction
4458 Legendary Drive, Suite 200 - Destin, FL 32541

25556 Canal Road » Orange Beach, AL 36561

(205) 296-6111 - VDTConstructioncom
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Railing: Coastal Railing & Fence
Fort Walton Beach, FL - (651) 206-3661

Photography: Derek Keller Photography
Lakeland, FL - (863) 640-9473
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VLAHOS DEBOGORY & TUCK
CONSTRUCTION

www.VDTConstruction.com E"Iﬁ@ o S el
i ' e D, Email: PV@VDTConstruction.com
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Destin Orange Beach
4458 Legendary Drive Suite 200, Destin, FL 32541 25556 Canal Road, Orange Beach, AL 36561
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